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. INSTALLMENT X

The “Albanian massacre’” was
an operation originally started
by the SIS in 1946 which became
a joint SIS-CIA affair in 1949,
Philby was \ar-;uciatcd with it

A heThe Euening Nrews, Harishws, Pa.,. Fritay, e,

van agent who had been inta ‘Al
rbania seven times since 1946..
© 1Matjani (known as “the tiger”)!
thad been one of the leaders of!
l;vthe anti-Nozi resistance and hisi‘
i courage and ferocity were legen-t
“dary. Shehu and Sufa had fol-
Vlowed Zog into cxile and had;
Ctsworn they would sce him re-

stored to his throne.

] These three gradually gath-
'50}'cd together a -small army,
ymainly by setting up a “Com-
imillee of Free Albanians” in

- Qiaiy, Egypt and Greece as a
o7 pdvont for recruiting agency.!
- lraining took place in ,Cyprus,‘

© “iithe nearest firm Weslern 00t}
i thold to Albania-and where the
«4} §18 had a radio station for moni-,
\toring broadcasts from behind,
‘the Iron Curtain. It was long and}
ithorough and the first of the)
guerrilla group did not drop-into!
\Albm‘.ia until the spring of 1950. -

i by Sruce Page, Bavid Leitch, |
! Philin Halghtiay :

' i

‘would cause the Russians would] The operation ‘dragged on in! THE FIRST OF thé Albanian.

ialone be sufficient justification

the anti-Communist revolt in Al-
ban ia sparked off others
throughout the Balkans? The

from the beginning and at ilsiwhole basis of the Russian satol

bleodiest was co-divector. It cost
the lives of at least 300 men and
for 17 years has remained one of
the most carefully concealed se-
crets of. the Cold  War. It has
suited both sides ta leave it that;
way. For the West, the Albanian
affair was a humiliating oper-

lite empire could be shattered
by an uprising that had had its
birth in one small guerrilia oper-
ation.’

THE PROGJECT appeared so

tation in putting it int operation

atiqnal disaster, For the Rus-,
sians, it was an operational!
triumph, but not one to shout!
about. Spreading throughout the;
uneasy Soviet emipire the news;
of western ‘willingness 10 back]
'subversion movements in East--
ern Europe might give all sorts *
of people the wrong idea. el

The theory behind the oper-i
ation was simple. The Commu-l}

under Philby’s. control. There
was no scarcity of suitable guer-
rilla recruits ~ the displaced
persons camps in Greece and
Italy were full of anti-Commu-
nist Albanians — and as a pilot
project 12 were recruited and
taken to Malta for training, The
SIS instructed rhem in the use of

techniques of sabotage and sub-

for the operation, But what ifjijg4s,

atlractive that SI§ had no hesi-i! , '
| BRITAIN’S Forcign  Secre-|

ian  inconclusive manner until
Then the Americans,
weighing up the political situ-
ation, decided to lend a hand, A
joint CIA-SIS operation could
step up Albanian subversion o a
point where the Russians would
be forced either to withdraw or
10 suppress the revolt with a

wruthlessness  that would dis-
ienchant every Iron -Curtain
country.

‘

tary, Ernest Bevin, wus
adamanty oppased to the idea.|
But the Foreign Olfice contained.
4 vocal militant faction in favor
iof establishing resistance move-
lments in virtually every country
»in Eastern Furope. The issue

'yguard, joined me. Others came;
10 join us. Some across the fron-;

“was swung by the hawks in thel
i‘American

['mold the face of Europe in a.

-State - Department. S€rics of disasters, The Russians
weapons, codes and radio, the!who saw this as a chance to -re- St seemed to know the guer-

agents 1o land in his harsh;
homeland was a tough, taciturn
‘peasant, now living in the West.|
He stil} feels pitter about the op-
eration, “I parachuted into the:
Mati in 1950, and soon after Ih-)

san Toptani, of the king's bod-;

tier and some by sea, But the,
oncs who came by sca never!

found. us. They landed and the

police were always there.”

For two years the first land-
ings, small groups left regularly
frome training camps in Cyprus,
Malta:-and Germapy, either for
the parachute drop into the Al
banian mountains or to filter
across the Greek-Albanian bor~
er. The whole operation was a

rillas werg coming. Month after

pist regime in Albania was not|iversion, and finally how to make] moye sympathetic image, Bevin; MOnth survivors struggled back

firmly established. In an area of
Central Albania, known as the
Mati, a part of the country tra-
ditionally loyal to the king, there
was a small core of royalists
ready to be the basis of a resis-
tance movement. The original
plan was that, if Britain could
parachute enough well-trained
agents inlo the Mati, they could
organize a maquis-style oper-
ation which the British .would
then supply by air drops. If the
movement showed strength thej
people would join it. In time al
Tali~s¢ile civil war could be pro-!

voked, The. trouble that this{struck them as unnmanly..

.a parachute jump. They were
‘dropped into the mountains of
‘the Mati throughout 1947, Re-
‘sults were disappointing. The in-
“habitants, a tough clunnish com-

was persuaded to sanclion an-}int® Greece with stories of the
other pilot operation. The Amer-SWift and bloody fate that had
icans appointed onc of their best:befallen their comrades.

CIA agents to act as joint con-  Lhe last operation took place a
“habit troller of the operation, a man‘[ew wecks before Haster 195
munity of Roman Catholics| who now calls himself Chrise- (This is a significant date, Bur-
called the Malesori, were unim- opher Felix. The British repre- fess and Maclean had already |
:pressed by the arvival of a hand-|'sentative was their CIA ]msqn‘,dcﬁfcctccl and Philby should have/
‘ful of agents offering to lead: man, Kim Philby. +.boen under deep suspicion, -Yet
them in revolt, Although inde-: This time a holter class of Al.incither the SIS nor the CIA saw
jpendent and warlike they had a papjan agent was wanted, so an fit to stop the Albanian oper-
peasant's faith in numbers and approach was made to King Zow alion, Or perhaps, by now, it
the type of watfare the agents in exile in Cairo (o rc‘com?mng had gone too far to stop.) In a

fried to teach them — hit-and-
fun  attacks -on police posts,
fabotage and terrorism —

imen for the job, Zog had ng he- desperate  ef C
sitation in - oflering his entire What was going wrong, Captain
Royal Guard, Some declined the Shehu parachuted into the Mati
. Opportunity but most aceepled, wilh Captain: Sufa and a radiol
[includmg Capt, Zenel _snehu,vopcrator.'The~ Albanian’ militia

effort to discover
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